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IN ITS HASTE TO ADJ N, 


amends for some of 5 i 
from the H e, the Set 

war-agency appropriation bills that we 
appointments of government employces rece ; 
or more a year to be confirmed by | S 

narrow margin of a single vote the S 

the House bill expanding the bort 


Commodity Credit Corporation until December 31 


no restriction against the use of subsid for 
back prices. Earlier in the day the House A; 
Committee tabled the Senate's ill-considered bill to raise 
the ceiling on corn from $1.07 to $1.40. Thus on three 
major issues American voters had reason to be grate! 

for the Constitutional! Provisi n that all legislation must 
pass two houses of Congress. The only major setback 
occurred on the last day when the Senate acceded to the 
House demand for abandonment of the wheat and cotton 
House also had its 


way in forcing the abandonment of the National Youth 


crop-insurance program. Earlier the 


Administration, but the Senate had rescued the Farm 
Security Administration and the Office of War Infor 


mation from destruction at the hands of ill-terny 


pered 


critics in the House. As a result of these last-minute 


actions the record of Congress—which will be reviewed 
in greater detail in next week’s Washington letter 


turned out to be less disastrous than seemed like! 


weeks ago. Nevertheless, history will probably record 
the acceptance of the adjournment resolution as the most 
constructive action taken by the Seventy-eighth Congress 
to date. . 
THANKS TO THE COURAGEOUS USE OF THE 


President's veto power, the Administration’s anti-infla- 


tion program emerged from the hectic Congressional 
session substantially intact. It is even poss ble that the 
veto of the original Commodity Credit C rporation bill 
with its anti-subsidy provision may prove to have | } 
the turning-point in the long retreat before a creey 
inflation. A ban on subsidies would of course } 
stroyed all pe bility of holding the prese tf ( 

and thereby opened the door to a flood of d for 
increased wages and higher profit margit With 


sidies it 1s possil le to take the offensive and roll back 










i? 


Tel } ++] ] } ¢ o 1 + 
pr Moreover, although little has been said about it 
i 

1 ) } " 
in the press, the use of subsidies provides by far the 
! 7 1 . 
{ “ black markets. 


available against 
for example, the bonuses paid by 


rs are [ 


O greater, and probably le SS, 
than the amount of the proposed subsidy. Producers and 
packers will therefore have an incentive to keep their 


lar marketing channels, in order to 


pro ; in 
qu ulify for the subsidy. This will have the triple effect 
of freezing out black-market racketeers, holding down 
prices, and making certain that supplies will be equally 
available to everyone under the rationing system. 

+ 


WHEN MR. ROOSEVELT BLANDLY DISMISSED 
the question of recognizing the French Committee of 
Liberation by announcing that as far as he knows there is 
no France except for about 5 per cent which is outside 
Europe, he vastly improved the chances of French unity. 
If there is one subject on which De Gaulle and Giraud 
agree—one subject on which Giraud cannot afford to 
with De Gaulle even to keep the favor of the 
subject of French sovereignty. With 


dis pres 


Americans— it 1s the 


ind navy at its disposal and the larger part of a 


an army 


great empire to rule, the Committee of Liberation is ob- 


i 
viously a de facto government. No matter how provi- 
sional its powers may be, they exist exactly as do the 
powers of the various governments in exile. And it ex- 


4 
pects the recognition of its allles—no matter how pro- 
visional that recognition may be. The President’s remark 


was an ill-timed affront not only to De Gaulle but to 


Giraud as well and to all the forces, inside and outside 
France, which have joined the war on our side. It re- 
vealed the sense of superiority and power that has char- 
acterized our whole policy. It turned North Africa into 
in American colony, the French committee into some- 
thing less than a puppet government. It marked the low 


point in American political strategy. Not even the canards 


and unfounded aspersions against De Gaulle which have 
flooded the press since Giraud’s arrival in Washington 
will cause such deep and well-founded resentment as 
those few supercilious words from the President. 


> 
FALANGE 


AN INVESTIGATION OF SPANISH 
America was 


act ies in the United States and Latin 
1 last week by Representative Coffee. The de- 


, . ic 
mand was based on revelations contained in a book 


Falang by Allan Chase, which asserts, on apparently 

rt that the Falange has been under direct 
General Wilhelm von Faupel ince 

] { ct ( ive fiftl lun vork in 

f Ax { } At nt : 

if the | TI f { t! 

| f Axi \ n Latin 
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Falangist work in the Philippines, Puerto Rico, and the 
United States. He reveals, for example, how the Falange 
members in the Philippines became, with few exceptions 
active members of the civilian-defense organizations a 
used their position to spread rumors and otherwise pr 
pare the way for Japanese occupation. The same patter 
of penetration into defense agencies is said to have | 
followed in Puerto Rico, and while the number of active 
Falangists in the United States is believed to be small, 
at least some are alleged to be active in Ameri 
civilian-defense agencies. We have no way of verifyir 


Jee 


all the sensational charges contained in Mr. Chase’s bi 
but there is certainly enough evidence of a direct link 
between Berlin and the Falange in Latin America to 
justify an inquiry. Such an investigation might prof 
itably inquire why the Dies committee has failed to tal 


; 
; 


notice of this avowed pro-Axis organization while it has 


been saving America from the Lovetts, Dodds, | 
Watsons. * 
THE SATURDAY EVENING POST DESERVES 


applause for having the fairness of mind to assess the 
evidence against Representative E. E. Cox of Georgia and 
the magnanimity to make amends to Federal Communi 
cations Commissioner Clifford J. Durr. The Post, whic 
criticized Durr for asking Cox to disqualify himself 
chairman of the committee investigating the FCC, h 
now reviewed the facts and decided—as The Nation did 
—that Durr is right. In an editorial printed last w: 
the Post said that in view of the $2,500 Cox receiv 
from a radio station with a case before the FCC, “a trul; 
sensitive man would have withdrawn from such a com- 
mittee whether or not the facts mean what the comm 
sion says they mean.” The Post also concluded that the 
House of Representatives had “forgotten its responsibil: 
ties when it permitted Representative Cox” to head th 
committee investigating the FCC, The House Judicia: 
Committee, in fact, seems to have forgotten complet 
to make any report whatever on Durr’s formal petiti 
for Cox's disqualification. The shameful situation st 
stands: a federal agency stumbled on evidence indicat: 
that a Representative might have been guilty of a fel 
for taking money in a case before it. Instead of insisti: 
on an inquiry by an impartial body to clear his nan 
this Representative, with the sanction of Congress, s«'s 
up an investigation to smear and harass the agency brit 


o 


ing the charges. This is not our idea of decent proced 


in government, 
b * 


THE COMMUNIST PARTY’S LEAP INTO TE! 
arms of Mayor Hague makes both the comrades and t 
Jersey City boss look so foolish that we are tempted 
applaud. But however clownish a performance, it h. 
serious political purpose and one which bodes no g 
for the liberal and labor forces in this country. Ever siv¢ 
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has been torn by Communist attempts to secure 
with the result that its effectiveness has been considet 
reduced. Now an effort is being made to organize la! 
rties in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and other stat 
[his does not suit the Communist Party, for the prospe 


that it will be able to win a foothold in such orga 
tions 1s not promising. In New Jersey a labor 
would gain its chief support from the strong ¢ et 
ns, which are under excellent non-Communist lead 
p. That explains why the Communists have develops 


uch surprising affection for Hague, who may private 


ed to reciprocate since he too would find 


prepar 


erican Labor Party in Jersey a threat to his px 
[he upshot ts likely to be an attempt to hamstring 1nd 


lent politic 11 action by labor at a moment when t! 


ving strength of reactionary forces makes it impeta- 
that the voting power of the workers should be 
i 
express itself. There are, however, compensating fea- 


in the Communist move, for one result may b 


Y¢ 


inish still further the party’s influence by enlighte: 


ome of its stooges. Already Joseph Curran, president 


rne 


ne VS 


National Maritime Union, who usually follo. 


dex larit 


line, has dissented from its latest swerve, 
You can’t whitewash a bum like that [ Hague} just be- 
he says he supports the war.” 
> 
TT 


DY OF AN EXCESS-INCOME TAX HAS BEEN 
tdered by the House Ways and Means Committee as 


< 


ssible device for raising the bulk of the $16,000,- 


i < 


000 which the President has requested for the cur- 


ent fiscal year. The principle behind the proposal is both 
ple and logical. Increases in it 


1come that are directly 
result of the war or the war-created inflation mai 


a considerable proportion of the surplus income that 


threatening to create a runaway inflation. The war 


fit e taxed; why not extend the 


ts of corporations ar 


le principle to individual incomes? On the surface, 
arguments for an excess-income levy sound so per- 
ive that it comes as something of a shock to find the 


m™ 
f 


i 


sal receiving enthusiastic support from conservative 


groups that advocated the Ruml plan and have stoutly 


posed further increases in the corporation or individ- 


1 ry? . 
income taxes on the upper brackets. This support 


ears to have both a political and an economic basis. 


excess-income levy is in the nature of a ef- 
posal to the Treasury's spendings tax, which has 
ready been blacklisted as a New Deal plan. Furth 
re, the excess-income tax is regarded as a possibl 


apon for checking the income-leveling process which 


s resulted from the war. From this point of view the 
upporters of the Ruml plan much prefer it to the spend- 
ngs tax, which would uncover the real sources of excess 
ncome but leave untouched those in which incomes have 

merely been raised from subnormal to normal. Despite 





its foundation, the American Labor Pariy in New York 


control, 


excess-income Icvy proy ied Ut! i if 
spendings evy and p that 
be included. Low I ies S! 
be protected | i 
large as the | 

s] 1 sta id 
man’s total 

Obviously, a ma 

$10,000 to $11,000 a 

whose income has fr f $1 
WHEN MINERS GO ON STRIKI 
high cost of living, the 1 

call it a stril Th 

selfishness, lack of fr m, at 
tendencies on the orke 
raisers strike for hig f 
the market, the new f “ Y 
ditions which are ‘ 
courses of trad Turner ¢ ev 
of this kind of dou t the Ne 
July 7. He spoke of “ne EVICES 
mechanism will be manipulated in 
down the fence which is holding th 
didn't include, sO far as KNOV 1 
the troops, though as 1 of the st 
cattle receipts through r lar con 
Chicago in June of this year were 37 
year's figure. It was not until the neo 
graph that Mr. Catledge came right « 
“the livestock producers are holding 


prices or selling for high prices it 


; 


1 channel 


} 


into the black market.” As we write, th 
broken—not by the government, backed by 
newspaper opinion but by the fact tl 
+] } 
the ranges 1s drying up 

¥ 
IT IS A PITY THAT IN THESE CROV 
days so little attention can be pa 1 to the fir 
the La Follette committee covering its gr 
of “Employers’ Associat ind Col ve 
in California.” “No one La Fol! 
presenting the report . 
an association of rl for 
ind av 1 pur] f 
joyment of t f 
for economic | ’ Calif 
f oyers have ¢ 

nl Ce Set | ] i¢ | | 

Senate that in 
we dare not fi t th [ 
war of the san pot ( ee 
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flation after this war as they did after the last and organ- 


m. The Oppressive Labor-Practices 


Act 1 led th ymmittee report would pro- 
\ racy with { owerful weapons against 
I 

f that kind. If labor is wise it will plan a trong 
now for the eventual passage oi measure 

} } ] lod | . " 

e Dadly mn 1¢qd once the war 1S over. 
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THE TRAGIC DEATH OF GENERAL SIKORSKI 


f urgent task of restoring Rassian-Polish rela- 
rabl ore difficult, for the late Premier 

( ler-in-¢ f approached this problem in a 

far more realistic manner than most of his coileagues. 
1, there is a grave danger that the Polish govern- 
will now become completely dominated 

f int reactionaries who have persuaded 

in pursue a war against both 

Germany and Ru Che Polish President, Wlaydslaw 
who wv formerly associated with Colonel 

B ! the Russo-Polish agreement nego- 
| by Sikorski in 1941, is politically well over on 
the right as n by his choice of General Sosni- 
) 1 Sikorski as commander-in-chief. This 
! a Cabinet crisis which was patched 

Sosnikowski undertook to confine himself to 

f 1¢ task of negotiating with Russia, if 

ind when the two governments can be brought together, 
| { therefor Y the new Premier, Stanislaw 
Mikolajczyk, leader of the Peasant Parity and a supporter 
f the Sikorski | Unfortunately the army, as the 
remaining Polish institution which is intact—at least 

in miniature ts a powerful influence on political 
lecisions, and its leadership by a man who broke with 
Sikorski! because iis Opposition to the original agree- 
in with Russia 1 bound te b , badly re eived in Mos- 


All Support for Wallace 


VERYONE who wants an all-out effort in the war 
FE... br gin now, through progressive groups, patri- 
otic organizations, and trade unions, to organize support 
for Vice-President Wallace in his fight with Jesse Jones. 
Kor while the Vice-President, by his outspoken and 

yurap s attack upon Jones, succeeded in killing the 
McKellar amendment, that was only the first round in 
1 new hatt The McK« 


i] veto over purchases of strate oi 


! 


llar amendment would have 
given Jor in open | 
materials by the Bureau of Economic Warfar 


Jones's 
reply to Wallace indicates that he will continue to try to 
exert a veto by surré ptitious means, despite the defeat of 


the amendment and d¢ spite the Pr 


April 13, 1942, shifting control over 


ile ntial direc tive of 


rts from 


the Reconstruction Finance Corporation to the Bureau. 





ilities of the RFC could not “be properly discharge 


y signing blank checks or executing without car 


xamination contracts that commit the government { 


a 


hundreds of millions of dollars.” This is tantamount 
saying tha* Jones will not obey the Presidential direct 
And it setves notice that Wallace may in the future 
pect the same kind of obstructionism from Jones and 
RFC that has so badly hampered the BEW in the p 

To this challenge the Vice-President can make t 
replies. He can ask the President to remove Jones 
disobedience. This the President may not feel hims 
strong enough to do, for Jones has great power in ¢ 
gress. Or he can ask Congress to place at the disposal 
the BEW the funds it needs for the purchase of 
materials and thus make it completely independent 
the RFC. This is what the Vice-President has decided | 
do. In his statement of June 30, after the White H 
conference with Jones and. James F. Byrnes, Wal 
said that the BEW would prepare legislation of t! 
kind during the summer recess. “Mr. Jones,” the V 
President said, “did not object to this policy decisio: 
Jones replied only, “Mr, Wallace was not authorized 
speak for me.” 

If Jones has so much power in Congress that the P1 
dent cannot fire him, how can Wallace hope to obt 
independence from Jones at the hands of Congress? 
question is not so formidable as it looks. Wallace 
Milo Perkins, executive director of the BEW, have t 
convinced key Congressional committees that it woul 
unwise for Congress to give Jones a veto over the st 
pile program. A number of important Congress! 
committees, in one investigation or another, have s 
for themselves how unsuited Jones is by temperan 
and outlook to wage total war. The Administration st 
has some power left in Congress, and there are enoug! 
fair-minded and thoughtful men in that body to be 
pressed by facts. With a measure of public support, | 
Vice-President should be able to obtain passage of th 
desired legislation. It would be disastrous for the wa: 
effort if the BEW were left at the mercy of Jones 

On the solid basis of the facts Wallace is still tl 
winner in this dispute. Jones's reply to Wallace’s charges 
made up in intemperance of statement what it lacked 
concrete refutation. For when one has sifted the irrele 
vant and the trivial from the thirty-page document 1% 
leased by Jones, one finds virtually all Wallace's basi 
contentions admitted. And one sees that Jones’s principal 
defense is that the OPM and its successor the WPB 
share responsibility for the failure of the stockpile pro- 
gram. This is hardly news. 

Jones falls back on demagoguery: “Squandering the 
taxpayers’ money even in war time is no proof of pa- 
triotism.” This not only begs the question but has a 


comic aspect. The man who made our present contracts 
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For Jones in that reply s id that the duties and responsi- 









Sicily, ur 
Africa a 
less land 
from Al 
reliable s 
midable 
the Allie 
fight thei 
airfields | 
trom the 
that Sicil 


but even 













elements 
three to 
troops, T 
begins t 


















rubber, ar teel is 


synunetic 


to accuse others of squandering I 
«} } ; n rl], an lang 
h between Wallace and pone 
re ¢ PT. ] c — a P ] 
ely of personalities but of opposed philosophic 
for Jones would have serious conse 
+ ¢ 7 . e Aw ’ \Vvy/ 1 
€ r effort and for post-war America. We ask a 
; ; ce ae ae 
aders to do what they can to build up the publi 
sta r and support Wallace needs to win. 


, 
aa 






Rehearsal in Sicily 


BY FREDA KIRCHWEY 


HE invasion of Sicily seems to have been accom 
1, a ae geerren ue co 
shed with the same precision that marked th 

3 





+} iol ] ranoemen 
zed the care with which advance arrangement 


1 , } » 35 
n made, the beautiful coordination of all forces, 


ll in organizing and executing one of the most 

ilt of all 

well-defended hostile shore. 

important the action will turn out to be no one 

say. Some first-rate military experts believe that 
_— 


r is prepared to sacrifice not only Sicily but all of 


and to draw in the walls of his fortress around the 
f Europe. If this view is correct, it may be more 


tial for the Nazis to win a victory on the Kursk 


han to shift troops to the south. But on the other 
| the danger that the little second front in Sicily will 





4 


p into a real second front on the Continent may 





ficient to limit Hitler’s offensive in the east 


hether the attack on Sicily is looked upon as the 





CW 











prelude to an invasion of the Italian mainland or 





ly another step in the conquest of the Mediterranean 





d bases, it can at least be taken as a full-dress re- 





rsal for the final assault upon the Continent. For 
Sicily, unlike North Africa, is enemy territory. In North 





Africa a well-laid plot made possible an almost blood- 





ess landing. In Sicily, according to the scanty reports 





n Allied headquarters and the more detailed if less 


able stories put out by the Axis, our troops face for- 
lable defenses. In spite of superior air and sea power, 
Allied forces landed under heavy fire and had to 
ight their way up the beaches. Several of Sicily’s biggest 
airfields are still operating. Nor can we look for help 
rom the population or from subverted officials, It is true 
that Sicily has always been an anti-Fascist stronghold; 
but even the most courageous and politically conscious 
elements will lie low as long as the island is guarded by 
three to five hundred thousand Italian and German 
troops. They will emerge only when military resistance 
begins to crumble. And even if Allied arms prevail, any 


an landings in North Africa. Every report has 


ery ss ttack. Eisen] ar 1} sishieaeteel 
pressive scale of the attack isenhower has provi 
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Mr. Nelson and Com placen cy 


DY i. F. 


HERI letdown in pr tion. It prin- 

S lacency and overcontidence 

O f the sources of tha nplacency and 
len s WPB Chairman Donald M. Nelson 

rt this uf | the reader's indulgence 

) \ 5 e\ §$ and some significa F 

ich little ires. Statistics make dull read- 
but these concern the welfare of our armed forces 
r allies, may even affect the rse of the war, and 


in Jur 19 Under Secretary of War Robert P. Pat- 


fer that production of sup- 
I 
I rm I 1 rorces May was s% per- 
' per « nt below schedule. WPB 
2) {. Nelson we n no comment 
| re n Washington 
f to t press A WPB official 
f irmy ground f 5 was 
total rf program, t iS Was 
it-backs” had been made 
that a luction in May appeared to be 


r ce! ve April. 
rv of War criticized both labor and 


ure of what these production fig- 


n in training would be denied 


equi t if ler that shipments overseas might 

If the situation continues,” the Under 

ry add ven our overseas troops will suffer 
rtag f critical equipment.” The effect of the 
inder ft \WPB was to restore much of the 
ler Secretary may have shattered. 

WPB med more interested in pre senting an ex- 
to bring industry and the public 

r and adult awareness of the greater efforts 

f ies are to keep pace with strategy. 

1 by the WPB after the Patterson 

t merely poor psy hology; it was 

|. That statement, made on June 19, esti- 

rms production in May was up 2 

1 | 6. when Nelson issued his regular 

f rt on production, it wa disclosed that out- 
May, instead of showing a 2 per cent increase, 


virtually unchanged” from the April totals. Had 


May totals been slightly above April 


| have said so. My hunch is that “virtually 


I think the re- 


is true that 


STONE 


number of munitions production tn 


given as 563, the same as the figure for April 
ture is marked “preliminary,” and that f 
is the figure as finally revised. Preliminary fig 
ones given out to the press in these monthly re; 
usually revised downward: while the April fig 

recorded as 563, the preliminary figure origina 
to the press on April production was 567. The 


Nels yn held a hurried pr 


XX 


Lh, con ’ ] 
the report was released, 


of which Charles E. Egan, of the 


ii 7S 


discouraging, despite a 1 per cent decline in 


wrote: “Nelson said that arms output 
compared with a 
Whether “virtually unchanged” or down 1 


from April, production in May was obviously 


April 


| 1 
for the schedule calls for a s 


pi 10! 
TJ T ‘ ; 
closed in the Nelson report of July 6 cs 4 
eaten xe ee ee. Oe ae 
| r pr ra 5 this says, mercnant SAIps 
unced, with 44 per cent of the year's « 
ted as completed by June 30. At the ha 


army ordnance and output of naval vessels and 


1943 goals, and the year's aircraft program v 
per cent completed.” This indicates the need f 


sharp increase in the rate of | roduction during 


+ 
hy 
i 


) ‘ 
bil 


\ 


ond half of this year if goals are to be a 
a very important 
time when the Nazis have launched a new 


This lag in schedule is 
against the Soviet Union, and a second front ts ' 
needed, not merely to help the Russians, but 
crease our own Offensive striking power by « 
ing it with action on the eastern front. General B 
Somervell, in a warning against complacency in 
issue of Mill and Factory, says “a steady month-by 
increase in production” is necessary “to supply 
minimum requirements of the army for the 
of 1943, and to place us in position to deliver th 
ing power called for in our 1944 offensive pians 
ervell, the army supply chief, declares, “Obtaining 


required rate of production increase for the rest o! 
year presents one of the major problems of the wat 
us.” This quiet statement is a measure of the respot 
ity which rests on both management and workers 


factory. 
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The full measure of this responsibility cannot 


brought home to the public if the WPB continue 


handle production figures in its accustomed mannet. 
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press conference was that the failure to show an 
ise in May was due principally to “cut backs” in the 
program, notably in tanks, and to changes in ck 
l aircratli The very next lay Nelson goc 
and makes another of those vapid bragging 
American Production to Top Axis 2 to 1 
Nelson Says Nelson boasted that w ire Cul 
nough small-arms ammunition to fire 1,‘ 
ry soldier in the Axis armies. Dishing out 
tripe of this kind is no way to awaken wi 
management to a sober consciousness of their re 
bilities. 
lson is relying for his main excuse on “cut-ba 
lly in the tank program, on which he dwe n 
detail at the July 7 press conference. Undoul \ 
cut-backs,” along with the changes in plan 
to which Vice-Chairman C. E. Wilson reterr 
ed their part in reducing the May totals. But the 
backs” in the tank program began last winter. In 


ce ¢ 
ro 


a 


hem in order to wake people to tl 
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; 
production is serious and 


in pression created Dy 
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»f this fact output in April had shown a 


vement over March, and not 


On July 6, 


hly report on pre duction, Nelson admits that the 


lax our efforts for an instant.” On July 

PY RCO e a EOS Nee a, SRN eee ae, PRE 
§s conrerence 1n Which he Says that whiie ti 
1 deciine In pl auction, arms ¢ itpu is noi 
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it ah 


Lit 


Uist 


Nelson at 


7 pet 


merely an ove! 


se but an increase in all categories of munit 
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ciines, 


ng them in manly fashion and focusing 


1 


1e need for 


and signal equipment. I do not | 


r 


backs in tanks cannot explain the 4 per cent de 


May or the 3 per cent declin 
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but | do blame him ic 


te 
¢ 
r 
| 
ii j 
! 
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1 " 1 . P . > } — la . 
I believe that he himself must bear a Jar: 
+} re h;] for +} mrla n t 
ne¢ if AA > l = Gs iat y f OV 
, + + ] +} 
e which have m« o do with the letdow 
An exam] of Nelson’s methods ts seen in h 
+ ] 1 | mer 
12 report to the Pres t on the progress of \ 
? ; } ] r 
duction in 1942 The record,” Nelson wri th 
‘ x 1 } ‘ } f ' t 
lent. “certainly makes it clear that the American 11 
rial I n | j fla proud of an ast 
: ; 
splay of economic muscle A giant industr 
fT a ae t ry = y r rt 7 y 
€ Ours Nalufaily Can So D1Ig ecOonoMiic I 
record does not indicate that these muscles ha 
ed to their fullest extent. F f ee a 
qd to their tuilest extent. Or if one reads tn 


t 
refully one 


m for 


first, that the original V: 


was reduced 


finds, 


1942 from $68,000,000 


51,000,000,000 and, second, that actual product 
$40,500,000,000 or 20 per cent short of 
1 goal. Nelson's excuse is that “the objecti 
high.” “Had the schedules been prepared 
ly,’ he says, “it would have been obvious « 
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caer 


says, “ We cannot aftord 


death on July 16 


Lat ¢ hie 
mar tne ODITCt 


1942 


sources 


report s admission that in i942, a 


“the volume of commodities and services 
summers ; remained almost ¢ 

the highest in history, 8.5 per cet ver | 
cent greater } 19 4 Can be said t 
exceeded th limits of feasit ' whe 
sumption of Materials and Man-| ver con 
levels? 

afl , - 
25 Years Agoin 


Voi of \ ( s ¢ 
ire the | j 5 r a 
n¢ « 
way it is diffi to see how the Lab e1 
their seats in the Cabinet unless they 
party. On the other hand ey may seek tc 
position ana Car with them wu ipport ft 


the more conservative 
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$1 July 6, 1918 
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THE ANNOUNCEMENT that M leat 
contest the election for United States Senator 
with Senator Walsh presag iter 

bare chance that to her lot may f t hon 
first woman to enter the S« t well th 


the House of Representative: July 1 19 
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THE CIVIL WAR in Finland is over—at le Or 
The “Whites,” with the help of the Kaiser ts, h 
cor ( 1 tl Red i n pare to mal 
the country a more « less stitutior ( with 
German prince as King. Sin neously the hite povert 
ment has concluded treaties with Germany, \ makin 
Miniar German vass ] 13, 1918 
MORE THAN 1,000,0¢ Amer sh ‘ 
( ra ) ) det 
Vv [ ] ‘< [ Y of a 1 ¢ 
ll casualties f 5 ] 
THE NEWS fron eM he sce ( ern 
yffensive in 1918, w ill A ( in tl 
ne first maj €i emeé \ ¢ A 

e } Ne ing Csert ot firet d 
y their vigorous defens« 1 th t essfu 
ounter-offe es July 2( 
WE HAVE NO ILLUSIONS ever as te enormoy 
lifficulty of the task ahead of the advocates of al trac 
olicy. No ek passes without vit f dence ¢ 
the strengthening of protection! t ideas | ti ifiamed na 
tionalism of the wat July 27, 1918 
NICHOLAS ROMANOFF, ex-Czar of Russia, was shot t 
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- AM a minor government executive. My job is help- 


? 
i 
] c , sictl 
ing to run one branch of a war agency in which 
S¢ t ind persons are employed. We cheer 
4 
fully wv long hours, swelter in t ( try’s yrst 
( \ I [ r il rdaif S All 1i!s be 
; r ; ; ‘ \ > 
< x We J ) ( I VOrK 1S Vitali tO e Wal WC 
Tf 
read the b ins fron r war fronts with a thrill of 
nria 1 | wy that ¢ ) y} \ r Nn t} 
priac OW lldal 1 il We re V ins, tae 
ae ae lv heavils : 
army and navy reiy inc Villy ON US. 
; , 
\ ( | i re td i] to help Sil rine A ‘ 
. 2 } > 
far 1 ‘ n boast about in public. And we 
I 
( 1 do f re if we were not daily growing 
more exhausted er yralized, and even terrorized 
i { I S I ( rr ion y ] . | ié@ sicua- 
} 4 * ‘ Y > 
tion has been r a jong time. It has now become 
tolera The f we are helping to destroy in 
. 4 : : eo 
Europ 1A t 1 to stroy us, but this 
I 
1 1 
campaign is waged right here in Washing by persons 
wo for the government, paid out of public funds 
I do not refer to Dies and Kerr and Cox and Smith 
their demagoguery, though annoying enough, is worse 


than their bit Fas more effectively the Civil Service 


Comn n l the FBI, I t ir attitude toward 
g nment wor re undermining Washington's 


rth and will to fight. Hitler could do no more. 


The weapon that is causing all the mischief is the so- 


called “character 1 tigation” to which all workers in 
war apc! f ubjecte d. It is made once, twice, some- 
times over and over again. As an investigation it is a 
travesty. It is little if at all concerned with a man’s char- 
acter, | ty, or sympathy for democratic ideals and 
forms of government. Sometimes onc or two perf inctory 
questior ire ced concerning possible sympathy for 


our enemies; metimes none at all 

A man I know has kept score on the last hundred in- 
vestigators who have come to his ofce, consuming with 
their inanitics, vicious or otherwise, some forty-cight 


hours of time that he could ill spare from his war job. 


Washin ton Gestapo 


BY X 


, <p 
xX 4% 


1, } 


He tells me that only seven of the investigators show 


more than a casual interest in uncovering the facts that 
you or I would want to know about a man’s suital 

for responsible war work. (One of the seven want 
know if the man in question was a “Nasi or a Fasi 
he made the two words rhyme and, when asked, said ! 
wasn't sure what a “Fast” was.) 

Before this comic and tragic investigation begins, a 
war worker has had to survive the thorough scrutiny 
the agency which hires him. We are fussy about 
and properly so. Job candidates usually have to be ki 
to some one of us, and even then they have to run a 
gauntlet of many searching interviews, careful ch 
of references, and close questioning of friends and 
mer employers. Then, often six months or a year after a 
man is hired, the FBI or the Civil Service sleuths sw 
into action. 

Every day, and sometimes four or five times a d 
because I am personally responsible for the work of th: 
or four hundred of my associates—an investigat 
proaches my desk, flashes his credentials, opens a 
book, and begins a routine that is both blood-chilling 
exasperating. It is a sad display of confusion, bi 
and lack of understanding of the war we are fig! 

We are engaged in a struggle to the death with th 
cists. Grand juries have returned indictments for s 
and treason against many of their henchmen 


country. Yet this city alone has several thousand 


+ 


ment investigators ransacking the town for anti-! 
and using as their textbooks and tipsheets the 

ganda publications of the very men and womer 
awaiting trial on the most serious of charges. 

The investigators who come to sit by my desk sole! 
ask me such questions as the following. These are act 
questions, written down as accurately as I can recall th 
put to me and to people I know by Civil Servi 
FBI investigators. 

Has Jones ever agitated for labor unions? 

Does he favor the good or the bad unions? 

Does he support cooperatives ? 

Does he mix with Negroes ? 

Does he seem to have too many Jewish friends? 

Does his face light up when the Red Army is men 
tioned ? 

Does he support a second front? 

How often docs he read PM? 

Does he own pro-labor or radicalistic books? 

Has he ever criticized the Dies committee? 

Is he one-sided or advanced in his conversation? 
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Is he always criticizing Vichy France? 
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(Juesuions like these are being used as a sieve to stra 
fascists and liberals out of the government. They 
rve no other purpose. You don't look for enemy agents 
or sympathizers among people who read PM, The 
on, the New Republic; among people who believe in 


dignity and equality of all men; among people who 


ondemn the poll tax, Vichy France, Dies, Jim Crow; 
ong people who admire unions, cooperatives, and the 
eroic exploits of the Red Army. 
If investigators can manage to place Jones, the gov- 
nment worker, in any of those categories, the next 
step is a curt letter from the Civil Service Commission 


‘ 


questing his employers to fire him because his “suita- 
bility has not been established.” This curious, weasel- 
orded phrase is the only indictment furnished against 
Jones; it usually means that he loves liberalism or hates 
fascism. The almost certain result is that the millions and 
illions of Americans who share his views and desper- 
tely need their expression in Washington will be de- 


} 


prived henceforth of his services. 
What sort of people do the investigators single out as 
ctims? Ordinary, decent people like ourselves. Let me 
tell you about three or four typical cases. Professor A, 
whose honors, distinguished career, and scholarly publi- 
cations would fill a quarter-page in “Who's Who,” wa 
nd “unsuitable” after six months or more of investi- 
ition by both Civil Service and the FBI. No one ques- 
tioned his qualifications. No one suspected him of 
sympathy for our enemies; he had been denouncing them 
for a decade. But that was his undoing. He was under 
the usual suspicion of being a Communist or of sympa- 
thizing with Communists apparently because a cranky 
neighbor had said that he had loud, boorish yp 


“obviously Communists,” at his house and because a 








lapor-pDaiter wit a criminal record and drnke i 
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I id l i I S ne ment i ( I 
tron Al€T I Mi \ i \ 1c! ¢ us 4 ur 
meaning N QTOES al d whites jater this W cautiou 
modif to “boys and girls.”’ M Bw 1 al 
petent worker. It would be hard to say which of 
detinitions furnished as a basis for her dismissal was tl 


more frivolous 

Mr. C, a scientist with hard-to-replace skills, was al: 
found “unsuttable.”” He would have been perfectly sui 
able, it appears, if he had not been quite so active 
connection with a committee organized to sponsor 
concert by Marian Anderson after she had been jin 
crowed by the D. A. R. (His fellow-sponsors included 
half a dozen Cabinet members, more than two score 
members of Congress, the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court, William Green, the Washington Chamber of 
Commerce, and an American Legion post.) 

Mr. D, a writer, incurred the wrath of the Civil Serv- 
ice because six years ago his agent donated an unsalable 
article to Fight, a magazine pul lished by the American 
League Against War and Fascism. In this article D said 
that if the fascists of Germany and Japan were not dis 
couraged by common action of the democracies they 
would some day attack us. While this prophet without 
honor in the government was under fire, the Civil 
Service Commission and the FBI made no objection t 
the employment in a confidential post of a person whi 
had been secretary to both the German and Finnish en 
bassies, or of a person later arrested as an undercover 
propagandist for the Japanese 

Too much reading of the works of Mrs. Dilling has 
given the investigators a “network psychosis. They seem 
happiest when they can catch a number of people in the 
same flimsy spider’s web. Then they have uncovered a 
great conspiracy and can bring about a mass purge of 
government workers. Investigating Jones, they discover 
that he knows Smith; Smith is a cousin of Brown; Brow: 
in an unlucky moment once signed a petition calling for 
diplomatic recognition of the Soviet Union, thus getting 
himself immortalized in the FBI's files. Smith, Brow 
and Jones, all attend a party at which stranger Zilch, who 


has had six martinis, says that the Red Army, by saving 

Stalingrad, saved mankind. Jones, Brown, Smith, and 
Zilch are then linked together as subversives. 

Ort n actual An FBI agent somehow man- 

a ' list of telephone numbers hanging by a 

loyce’s telephone. The list included the 

nber, the grocer, the laundry, the corner movie house 


name of a man in the same office who, when 

ct hecked in FBI files, turned out to be on one of 

D ; lists. A dentist was also included. A man with a 

. an 2 

name similar to his had given money to a civil-rights 
1 . ‘ : | 

organization. A social acquaintance whose number was 

n had a brother who was on the mailing list of a 


ooperative organization in ill repute with the inquisitors, 
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derer because he wears a striped suit vanishes in the fair 
trial that is guaranteed to any suspect brought into t 
But the hearing afforded government workers by the 
Civil Service and the FBI is devoid of any color ol 
ness or justice. The investigators are prosecution, jud 
and jury rolled into one. The accused is denied cou 
witnesses, and even a statement of the charges against 
him. He is not allowed to face his accusers. In secluded 
rooms, for all the world like Gestapo headquarters 
Berlin, he is bullied and intimidated and peppered » 
questions designed to trap him. The rankest hearsay 
passes for crushing evidence. 

The penalty for an investigatory finding of guilt is 
peremptory dismissal from the government. This means 
being blacklisted for life, a denial to a citizen of his 
right to serve his country in time of war, the inferen 
soon known to the whole community—that he is s: 
how a traitor, a seditionist, a disloyal fellow t 
shunned by decent men. 

No government employee is safe from such an obscene 
attack on the elemental decencies. President Roo 
himself could not qualify for work in a war agency. Did 
he not entertain the Soviet Premier, Molotov, in 


White House? Busy as he is with questions of 
war, he perhaps does not mark the steady weeding 
from his agencies of those who could be counted 
push rather than sabotage his war program. But if 
public allows the last liberal, the last anti-fascist, th t 
friend of the workingman and the consumer to be st 

out of Washington, or submerged until submissiv 4 
Potomac ducking-stool, the results will be grave ind 


Let’s Look at Labor 


7 was all that was needed to piece together a whole 
Washington “red network”; the list of telephone num- 
bers became a ntact list’ and was actually offered as 
! for firing tl ! nq on 
By just such a trick Stuart Chase once proved that 
Martin Dies was a Communist; one could similarly prove 
t the King of England is a Nazi, or that you beat your 
wife. Absurd as it is, this is one of the devices of intimi- 
da re in Washington. Through its use the most 
innocent of actions can be given a sinister tinge. For 
example n a rabid Southern Congressman described 
the New York 7 is a “Jewish Communist news- 
paper,” an FBI man, within a week, asked me whether 
my acquaintat lly read the T1m 
In any pr ' edure of hearings the investigators’ 
stupid prejudices and absurd evidence would be ruled 
out-——just as a | man’s notion that a man is a mur- 
III. DEATH IN 
oF 

BY ALICE 

HE National Safety Council's ps liminary report 

on accidents in 1942 presents a startling pl ture 

of it t of v r production means in 

t} fe of tl vorkers. Accidents, fatal or crippling, 
{ ted and are still mounting. Hert re a few 
I } { h rate for automobtl accidents 
fell] ) I in 1942 as compar 1 1941, that 
for 1 establishments 1 14 |} In 
1 on the j ind 1 00 
i red of then ] { | fali- 

! | ‘ f 4 per nt ft ) 

n 1 | f tf idents. |] n 


THE FACTORIES 


HAMILTON 


an explosion in an ordnance plant killed fifty-four 
Using our customary method of presenting disaste: 
terms of dollars and cents, the report informs 

the money loss of 1942 accidents—wages, medical 
penses, overhead costs of insurance—is estimated at 
$900,000,000. 


What are the causes of this appalling loss of lit 
of what makes life worth living—health and the abi 


to work? First must be cited the great increase 


number of persons employed; an influx of new, 


perien ed workers inevitably increases the rate of 
accidents. Also hours are longer; there are night shit 


if 


bhi 


many workers have the added fatigue of a long 
to and from work. A good hot meal does more to banish 
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oO 5 i still prevails say nothing ut tne 
risks or tart the employees fancying themselves 
sick and making foolish claims. This is where the union 
rive the needed instruction. The fed- 
eral Department of Lal r supplies leaflets which describe 
words the uses of each of the known dangerous 
ts and gases, the symptoms they give rise to, and the 

way tl rker may protect himself. 
Often the workers are familiar with the danger, and 
t] hat is needed is continual preaching of safety 
maxim cing to it that the accepted safeguards are 
1 by the employer and used by the worker, In 
th ec of the newer hazards, union officials can render 
if le service. Members should be encouraged tO 
report any suspicious illness that seems to be connected 
1 new process. For instance, a new solvent may be 
trod 1, and presently many of the workers may 
comp ( It is for the union to insist on an 
it by experts. Such watchfulness has led to 
the discovery of many a dangerous industrial gas or dust 
ut which even physicians previously knew little or 
Sometimes the investigation can be made by the medi- 
f of the plant. In some states the Labor Depart- 
f t is equipped to do it; in others the state Department 
Health will consent to undertake it. When all else 
f there can be an appeal to the federal Department 
of Labor. The ideal system is in operation in New York 
S where the Department of Labor has its own staff 
of expert phy working in close collaboration with 
the factory inspectors. Before the war Senator Murray 


which would have made 


for all state labor departments to be so 


equipped, but the measure is probably shelved till the 

r is ended, although it is more needed now than ever. 
In a few states there is good cooperation between the 
health ! labor departments, and labor can get a hear- 


ing and intelligent help 

It is gratifying to hear that the United Automobile 
Workers in Detroit are reopening their own medical 
department. They made a fine beginning with this in 
the early days of union but closed it some years ago. 
Such a department ts in strong contrast to the system that 
still obtains in the coal mines, where the physician is 
uppointed by the company and responsible to the com- 
pany but is paid entirely by money deducted from the 
monthly pay check of the miners. The men have nothing 
to say about the choice of a doctor, and even if they dis- 


like and mistrust the com; iny's choice they are forced 


to support him. It is amazing that a strong union like 


that of the coal miners has submitted all these years to 
such a system 

[This is the third of a series of seven articles on the 
problems confronting the American labor movement. 


The fourth will appear next week. | 
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HE POLITICAL thought-reading department of 

ness Week announces that President Roosevelt 
really want to stop inflation: ‘To cinch the white-coll 
sumer vote, the President is counting on a campaign 
around the high cost of living. That campaign calls | 
vigorous price-control policy—even though an_ineff 
one—to establish him as the consumers’ friend. Prop 
say that Congress will get the blame . . . when price 
right on up despite brave words from the White Ho 


THE BULLETIN of the Chamber of Commerce of 
United States calls for larger allocations of steel for f 
machinery, and hints that the large companies could 
it to better advantage than the small ones. ‘“They have 
ter facilitie 
in some cases, they can switch workers from munitions | 


s for using a variety of types of steel. . . 


duction.” 


TWO PROMINENT Massachusetts doctors who gave p 
support to a birth-control referendum in the last state 
tion have been notified by St. Luke’s Hospital in Pitts 
that they will not be permitted to practice in that hos; 


A NATION CONTRIBUTOR reports this dining-car 
versation with a man just returned from Bolivia: ““W! 
“Okay now, sin 


picked out four or five bolsheviks and shot them 


the labor situation in the mines?” 


that a fact? Well, what are wages?” ‘Seventy-five 


a day.”’ ‘Can a man live on that?” “No.” 


THE WAR has changed our reading habits. Althea W 
president of the American Library Association, says re 
today is “of two extremes of density—thistledown en! 
ment... or research of the most exacting type 
People who used to consume three or four volumes a 

p 


now spend a month on books like the Beveridge R 
or Mackindet’s ‘Democratic Ideals and Reality.’ ” 


ENGLISH ACTORS are now allowed special licenses to | 
double-breasted suits, according to the London Eve 
News, “because it is considered ‘not quite nice’ for 

hall performers to show their braces [suspenders} or too 


wide an expanse of shirt on the stage. 


FESTUNG EUROPA: The Czech fascist organization, 
Viajka (Flag), has been dissolved by the Nazis. It was 
too small to be worth while. . There has lately be 

an epidemic of fires in Belgian theaters requisitioned “for 
Germans only.” .. . To a Bible study group in Bergen, Not 
way, the Nazi Bishop Falch Hansen announced that he had 
found references to Vidkun Quisling in the Book of Revela- 


tion. 


[We invite our readers to submit material for In the Wind 
—either clippings with source and date or stories that can 
be clearly authenticated. A prize of $5 will be awarded each 
month for the best item.—£DITORS THE NATION. } 
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= sO ople in devastated areas all ¢ 
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1 who, becau ¢ ms of agri ulture d 
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" a\ eC GIST ed, will either succ ME 
+ ‘ . 1 Wet H + 
n ol! pres¢ n insuperal opstacie to ly 
| } . 
oO organize the peace. In this dismal dilemma 
= | 
l < Ol if i str oist may d over the nope 
} 
; 
offer the masses food he can abolish ¢ 
? 1 + 
of riot i rebellion, Such a supposition ts 1 
: 
- . \o + 
rer tl rt [x e cannot he geal 
re } | 
is sim] as at. But with an efficient freiiet 
¥ } YT q is 
ry United Nations can at least facilitate 
f tf und at the same time prove that 
: rr wal n ( other empty siog 
, , 1 
no such 1 uinery | een establish« 
ett ofl =. 1 1 } a : — 
Lid tn pubdlic ha pecn tiperately Kept 
1 ] . ] y on 
oth of the vita eX for coordinated } 
ye ; ‘ 
d of the failure to secure it. Official activities with 
, 4 | ? ? } _ 
food relief h een ed in mystery. Ihe 
Cl ror cet sNit s that relief feeding will 
A 
huge amounts of food and therefore be unpopu- 
I 
"eee . , - Te ttine tired 
1 t imerican CO] Who r etting re 
i é 
) 1 ) ] 
ardships they've already been ft d to undergo 
i 
oi 
f program will have to be devised with great 
30 = 
so that it can spring into full-fledged operat 


ered by popular dissent 1n its initial stages. 


S Ips d. undigen fied excuse doesn’t argue well 
fiber of the American people. It is even held in 
empt by most of those who are forced to advance it. 
M officials in charge of the relief problem feel that 
ould ow how the matter is being handled. 
Jealous supervision is exercised by the State Dey 
ver the whole field food rel Not only is 
Lehman committee housed in the State Dep irtment, 
ff receive their salaries direct from the depart 
Relief activities of other government agencies must 
ve the nod of the State Department. The domination 
f th department has made impossible even su h prac- 
teps as the creation of a central relief stock Ni 
; licies have been formulated which could be put into 
as ffect if war ended tomorrow 
cellent nucleus for plann: 
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October when an Interdepartmental C on I 
Relief was authorized aradoxica gh 
State Department. The cor ittee WOrKCed fapidl “ 
submitted its first progress report to Gi rnor Leh 


: ; 
on Wecemper 15. A 


too efficiently, tor its own good. Its ort Was seet 
very few othcials and all mention ol was hushed 
recommendations ignored, the Intera nentai Ce 
mittee died an ignominious death 

But the fact that a probiem does ey nad that 


seriOus, Was amply proved in the Interdepartmental C 
muttee $s rep Lhe c ee confined elf to w 
ing t the fir ear’s relief needs for tl outer { 
ot ¢ hut rising Nor Belg 
the Netherlas France, Greece, It Albania, and the 
oast of Yugi The period of one crop year was 
SCi€ ted S tt | ‘ oO +4, rc | rey nt 
over a longer period of time. Members of the committe 
concentrated their attention on these quest $ 

1. About how many people in the territory considere 
will need some form of food re f 

2. To what extent ! pr ( each o 

I 

country been knocked out by the war? 

3. What are the t f deficie 
what are the minimum rations required to supply ther 

4. How large W ll be t { S¢ of othe 
United Nation: 

5. What are some of the specific diff ties involved 
in establish relief reserve 

Here are some of the committee s conclusions—never 
before made publi 

# Out of a otal Mm ulation oO Fe) t 115.000 (¢ f 


he eight countries studied. about 23,000,000 people will 
pests either emergency or supplementary food relicf 


ipmen t of at lez 
In s 


composed of 13 fe 
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first year. 


| robably be 


food during 
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ni 98 wil] 

egumes, 9 per cent vegetables 
toes, 7 per 
“4 per cent milk and milk products 


and 1 per cent eggs. in addition to the 


and molasses. 
basic cereals 


2. Domestic production in Greece, Belgium, and Ni 
wa Willi I rs al tt iC Jj) ve more than {WO fif ti of 
its normal volume: in France and the Netherlar only 
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confined itself almost entirely 


f rch on th I tive requirements of occupied 
i A 

rics e the Interdepartmental Committee has 
this agreet t has no validity 
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relief shipping requirements and 


ape. 
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1 + 1 . ‘ 
intic task. It will be helped by sporadic work 


under way, much of it extre mely valuable. The B 


Economic Warfare, for example, in addition to 
up plans for the creation of relief stockpiles in T 
has done excellent work in determining foreign 
ind requirements. The Office of Foreign Agr 
Relations has established committees to study tl 


Lend-lease 
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ural situation in each country. 
own general-purpose stockpiles which might 
upon for relief needs if necessary. But all the wor! 
done barely scratches the surface. We need a centr 
coordinated policy on foreign food relief. The | 
tion of that policy is the job which the relief cont 


or else fail in its responsibility 
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@ ; ‘nemy Line 
behind the Enemy Lin 

BY ARGUS 

HENEVER people try to picture condit 

post-war Europe the idea is put forth that | 

and criminal gangs will play an important role. ¢ 

mation for this view is found in the Essener Na 

zeitung of June 18 in an item reporting the art 

thirty members of a robber band which had est 
itself in Duisburg, or rather the ruins of Duisburg 


leader was a certain Willi Springfeld who—and 
also interesting—had deserted from the army in O 
and been sought in vain ever since. One of the m 
was the owner of a city-wide freight business, ar 
trucks were valuable equipment for the gang’s 
Everything that is scarce in these times of war was 
out of bombed houses and sold. Used clothing w 
especial demand; 110 trunkfuls were said to have 
found in cellars occupied by the gang. The member 
made forays into the country and stole calves and 
which were then slaughtered and sold on the 
market. Is it the pattern for the shape of things to 

Alsace-Lorraine is a “redeemed” province. Of all 
countries which had been subjected to the blessings 
the New Order, it presented the most favorable « 
tions for successful Nazification. A considerable num! 
of the inhabitants were not enthusiastic about the Fren 
The whole French-speaking population had been m 
out, and the people “of German descent,” the only 
who remained, were handled with kid gloves. 


The result has been disappointing, and the press 1s 
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an equally noble philosophy. In one of the letters jr 
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THERE’S AN ART 
TO SPEAKING 
AND ACTING 


pemericau 
THIS NEW BOOK is especially de- 
signed for Americans whose native tongue 
is German. You can help your foreign-born 
friends by giving it to them. It will tell 
them things you'd hesitate to tell them to 
their faces, things they need to know for 
their comfort and success. 
Most German-speaking people in America 
even those who have been here a Jong 
time—still sound awkward and feel ill-at- 
ease in their new country. They are forever 
saying things like “already once again,” 
or committing obvious little social blun- 
ders like shaking hands too much. They 
don’t understand our attitudes—toward su- 
periors, toward employees, toward profes- 
sional and business colleagues. So many of 
our everyday turns of speech weren't in- 
cluded in their textbooks, As a result, they 
still talk and act like foreigners. 
The contents: Part 1. Speaking and Writing Col- 
loguial American English —an informal guide 
to American grammar and slang, including a list 
of 100 errors that Germans are forever making. 
Part 2. Social Forms and Customs—how to avoid 
errors when introduc ing people, sending flowers, 
writing letters, etc. Part 4. Differences in Na- 


tional Characteristics—American humor, honor, 
employee relations and other vital matters. $2.50 
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0 feet until cheir gas ran out 
or whether to fly at 50 fe 
a beacl and on. Captain Lawson, the pilot, 
the latter alternative; but both engines failed and the pl, 
ashed into the sea, throwing out him and the othe: 
Lawson's face was bashed 
- the other four were injured les 
ble to walk. 
book tells of their miraculous e: 
and May. Chinese guerrillas s 
them inland to safety, carrying them much of the 
on stretchers. A Chinese doctor kept Captain Lawson a 
it his leg had to be amputated. A Chinese carpenter fa 
ioned him a crutch, after having previously made a 
tor him. Now Captain Lawson can be what he wanted 
in the beginning—not a pilot but an aeronautical en 
Meanwhile he has produced with the help of Robert ¢ 
dine, a newspaper columnist, a swiftly paced book that 
Sinbad the Sailor Jook like Cas} ar Milquetoast. 
MARCUS DUFFII 
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Fiction in Review 
N DEFERENCE to the popular superstition th 
mer is the time to catch up on the reading onc 
do in the year, I am devoting this week's space to a « 
vey of the novels that might possibly be reco 
vacation consumption. While of course I can 
im to have read every work of fiction publish 
last twelve months (such notable books as Ignazio 
‘The Seed Beneath the Snow,” Anna Seghers’s “The 
Cross.” and Isak Dinesen’s “Winter's Tales” we 
mented on by other reviewers in these pages), I tl 
the majority of novels that made any claim to seriou 
iteracy—at any rate, a sufficient number to ¢ 
to pass some sort of judgment as to the quality of 
fiction. What that judgment is may be inferred fron 


small number of volumes I can even “possibly” recor 
And I find it interesting that of the books which 
some measure of popular success in the last year, only 
Howard Fast’s ‘Citizen Tom Paine” and Helen 
“The Whole Heart’”—appear on this lamentably sh 


Evidently books which other readers found enlighte: in 


enjoyable I found meretricious or dull. But this works t 
other way round as well, and perhaps I can call attentior 
a small handful of books which, at least comparatively 
worth more notice than they received. 

To my taste, then, the best fiction I read this past year \ 
a collection of Latin American short stories, ‘‘Viesta in } 
vember,” edited by Angel Flores and Dudley Poore, » 
an introduction by Katherine Anne Porter. Prejudiced against 
primitivism in any of the contemporary arts, I admit th 
came to “Fiesta in November” prepared to find it quite s¢ 
consciously outside the international literary tradition; | 
while these short stories could have been written nowher« 
but in Central or South America, they accept their whol: 
responsibility in the world. Necessarily their major concern 
is with primitive people, but these Latin American writers 
are in the best sense of the word sophisticated, and the 
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